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$10,000 for 1,000 Words
or Less

for an Idea for a Sequel to

"THE DIAMOND
FROM THE SKY."

The American Film Company (Inc.)
Picturized Romantic Norel

in Chapters.
This contest is open to any man,

woman, or child who is not connected
directly or indirectly with the Film
Company or the newspapers publishing
the continued story.

You are advised to see the continued
photoplay, in the theaters, read the
story as it runs every week, and then
rend in your suggestion. Dy following

.' V .: '.v . . v.--

' c 'ter " - ' ' s

s

Stpp

- ; -r-- r--

"Va- - V'- - !

:f.-.- i f-.'.1- -.; n

- x-- v'x &i ,x 1

x:s -- xxk-.- . :,v; v,- - v:- -. --:j
'.--!sx.''- X-x

: r. .xx --

:Z ; --
. :v, : : j

i.;:xv'-A--c-x- X .v" - r- il
':X-Xr:X- .; C-:-V:j! X-- - ' 'XC-- X ':

"7'

w -- 'f

Js . , .

? ! EU N l T

;' y:

a

grand fe. Arthur announced that ho
would return to his business affairs and
ha.l hinted that he was prepared in pay
Durand handsomely for his services as a
Physlci4n and would be re lie ved If he and
his familiar. De Vaui. would go about theiraffairs, lie drew a check f.pr u large sum
and gave it to Durand. But Durand had
no intention of departing without the great
diamond, word of which ha ! tavr. him to
this place.

Duraml had held threats over Vivian of
diselosing" t lie ir forme r swin.J'i.ri associa-
ting t. both Blair and Arthji uid she not
aid hrn and keep silent. On he-- e part
Vivian promised, but in her heart she vj.n
resolved that klio alone would have the
diamond.

Art lr.tr-- s return to his otliee waa made a
happy affair by 11. employe. His desk
bore a large horseshoe eif llowers and his
Spetelary Welcomed him bae k to health and
his business In an earnest little speech.

Arthur, speaking as John Powell, their
emplfpyr. thanked tlip-- feelingly ami cd

to tho leyalt.,' and service of his kins-
man from Virginia, 11 U. 'an!-- v. who hadso ablv manag-- air;.-,- in h;3 absence.
The little audi.-nc.- appiaudt d and the busi-
ness of th- - day was resumed.

Arthur was graufi., to Blair. He hadbeen angry when he realized he had been
deceived regarding Esther by all who sur-
rounded him in his great mansion sim-- thuday he had been brought home shatteredand inscnsihl... n.,t Vivian an.) Blair hadp!"ai. d with signilie ant hints that they
had thought it t to accept Duruml s sug-
gest). .n. ;.s Arthur's physician, that his
Piitient hi not unduly excited while con- -'
Val. The hints infe rred, ais... thatthis ,! to siii. id Esth. r from the knowl-
edge f the plrug weakness, that she ha.llea,'..ed. despif,. the. efforts of all, wh.--
sip h,i'l t ie ounte red Arthur faee tp face at
the ball. Arthur h.-n-l reluetantiy
eonclu.Pd lilai - ami Vivian had meant well,
bill it began to ('awn upon him that Durand
Wi-.-- responsible f,jr the drug addiction that
mew mast.-re- him.

"Hp- had b'tt'-- have li-- t me die." Arthur
cnfosserl to ;;.,;r. i j,),-,- p,.t rll, f ,)im
a:ilvJlii3 rr;ntiire. De- Vaux. and you and
Vivian wiil h. ip me cure myself, won't you.
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Eiair? T want to go t,ack to Esther elrarl
and whole. I will divide all 1 have with yo:i
and Vivian if you will ept.ly help r.ie; say yon
will!" And Arthur clung to Blair and
pleaded and Blair glibly preemised.

Handsomely paid for bis services, noeid
and bad. Durand affe e te tj to philosophically
accept his dismissal. ile prop.j.s. d "one
good night of It" b.fo:.- - lie t with De
Vaux for the east, a. id the one good night
took the form of a poker gamo l:i the.
I'oweil library.

Jn Kichmond. at the JUvervicw sani-
tarium, Jlitpar had almost wholly recovered,
'l'iie- - tle.t upon lip-i- brain caused b- - the . uel
Ijipjw Biair had struck her had been ab-
sorbed. Her jne in..ry came ba-- k to he r.
But ti,.. Oeath. after a stroke of paralysis,
cf Blair's mother and meditation during her
convab-sc- . ii e had hroudk r.fd llagar's gypsy
tat are t. a disposition of forgi-.-eii.ua- The
airrow siie had undergone in the dlsap-p.int:iif- l:t

Arthur, he-- profligate sun. hadbeen to h, a).j,, ei.uUeued llagir's proud
spirit.

Esther's letters she now knew
that Ai tiiur in all his Wealth and luxury had
surrounded hin.se If w.th company and
that Ulai r and th.r adventuri-s.-'- Vivian
ilarston. were amot.g his familiars and par-
asites. But one tleng she did not know, and
that was Arthur had full.-- int.. the- el-it- h.--
er f the e'.rug habit. at the saitita-liu- m,

Ktigar and Esther embraced and wept
v. hen they spoke e.f Arthur.

"it is treed thai has chany-- him," sailHagar softly. ".Money pre-.-- that was his
father s curse." And Hagar s mind revertedto that dreadful nig ht of physical and
mental anguish when Arthur had been tor;,
to her and his unnatural fathe r, the d. adMatt Harding., had soM his n.-- born childto Col. Stanl.-- to further the family amti- -

tions a:i far.iilj hatr.-d- of the Staniejs.
"It was money gieci thai led poor Lake

T.oiell ami ii cours. s, " con-
tinued Hagar. "I am happy to know thatLuke Is contrite of in all save hispresent desire for vengeance on Arthur and
his associates, who litve be trayed a id im-
prisoned him ungenerously, as he thinks."

"He Is very bitt-- t,j th.-m.- murmured
Esther. "He asks jour forgiveness, motherdear, and longs to return and servo you
faithfully again. But lie- - will not be stirredfrom his determination to have vengfance.''

"Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord; I
will repay,'" said Hagar softly, as her
hands sub. onseiously closed upon the Bible

he was holding in her lap.
"We will return home, to your home, my

dear child, lo Stanley hall," whispered
Hagar when she regained her composure.
"There we, wiil discuss the plans 1 liavo
lo.ig meditated upon since my recovery and
in your absence. Perhaps this good friend
will go with us and give us the benefit of
lua able counsel, ' and she turned to the
sympathetic eccentric Englisli lawyer, who
had accompanied Esthe r fiom the west, and
again thanked him brokenly for his kind-
ness to and his protection of Esther.

On a prison roof in far away Los AngeK--
Quabba, burning his lingers with a plumb-tr'- s

furna.-e- was receiving a verbal castt-fc.itio- ri

from Cesare, the Italian contractor.
"You a fine bum roofer!" the contractor

was declaring scornf ally. ' Von no good
for a damn! "

Quabba shrugged his shoulders and re-
plied: "Ha, what you link j ou get fora scab Job, a jeweler'.'"

"All right, tomorrow I fire you and hirathe monkey you have. He gotta da morebrains!" And the contractor spat in dls-Bu- st

and threw down the loop of scaffoldropes he was carrying and hobbled away.
Quabba raised his voice in sing-son- g pro.

test, mingling Romany expressions with hisjargon of Italian and broken English, andhe did so with a purpose; and the purpose
had Its effect. '

At his cell window below the eaves ofthe prison-roo- f the shaved and shorn LuksLe.vell caught the gypsy Jargon.
Luke tapped three times upon the barat his window. Quabba heard and under

stood. He tapped three times in replyupon the gutter. Then, taking a ball ofcord from his breast, Quabba slipped ahacksaw from the teols and. peering overthe roof to note no watchful eye observed,
lie lowered the instrument of liberty to thecell window. It was drawn within, andthen Quabba whispered over the gutter
eilge in Romany that he had a rope tiedto the cord and that the other extremity
or the rope was fastened to the chimney.
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the narrative in print and observing the
action on the screen you will be given a

! ienc'id opportunity to supply a sug-
gestion for a sequel.

A board of three judges will decide
which of the suggestions received is
most acceptable. The judgment of that
board will be absolute and final.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
Suggestions for a sequrl will be ac-

cepted up to and including February
liO, 1916. As it is the IDEA that is
wanted, no attention will be paid to
literary style. ContestrnU must confine
their contributions to 1,000 words or
ieis.

The prize award to be payment in
full for ell literary, dramatic, and
motion picture rights.

Send all suggestion to THE AMER-
ICAN FILM COMPANY (Inc), 227
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tvropsis Of the diamond from the bky."
a iliiiiuv.u.i tbut Icll iu a mteor centuries ago

1,1. l" lif elder I'. mull i.I the Stanley family iu
V:rsrii:i;s. I tin i!laiu..i;ii goes iviili Hip title to the
Ma:.,.y carMe.m in Kaplan.!, tliat now couiea to the
N.!i'.i..a mi;U. To cheat a bated kinsman of
I II l ui. Miutlev 1ms substituted a gypsy Imby boy,

-i :r,.:a i! uiinn tural father, for tbe little
i 1'.- Itii lo him. His young wife dies, the ee-- e

.1 X. ' I'M' liujtii.T relurns ami tuVi-- s In reTenjfe the
l.i i.' Siui.iry t'irl baby raised In secret, and rears
l M',.1 a ppuii. Tlie n.rf.sy'H mn grows up a

- vMri-- l antl becomes treat friends with
I lit, is rightful heir. Blair is reckless

cseixte ""I hates Arthur, but dissembles. Ar-
te!. :raiii;fc!.v lean, he is only a gypsy changeling

rv. et un.ler the assumed name of Jehu I'ow-- t
ti.e blame of a murder P.lair hag com- -

i ........ -- ::iair ti lling Arthur it was not murder hut
!.!. a.-- id. i.I Arthur believing he has wronged and

l:.:r.-.- Illair. But Arthur does net tell Blair he
- ;lc lais,. heir and Illair the rightful one. The
!.a:ie!i.l fn.ni the sky passes from hand to hand,

i.:.t fee lis value by ninny, and it causes trase-c- .

In t ai;fornia Arthur become a millionaire and
- r. ciKl.-.- liy euemi.-- who seek his ruin. He Is'

li.'..re-.- iu an ac( ident and these enemies make a
di i - b; ,:..l of him. Lstlier, supposed to be only a
,).-.- . c.r!. sh Is really Esther .Stanley and

i .. s r, Ciiiifcrnla seeking Arthur, whom she loyes.
i:aii Marstoii. au adventuress, secretly married to

l'.'.air. together with Durand and lie Vaui, heads of
k :i mj..u taur. and r.lair Stanley plot to keep
l: Ti. r f;oui Arthur. r.lair lakes charge of Arthur's

I isin.ss affairs, while liurand, lie Vaux, and
" J..'iu I'oweil. the mad millionaire''

u- - An! '..r is kn vn to wilder dissipations, the whole
I t" ruin Arthur morally, financially, an--

.iiTs", s;iy. I'.lair seeks Arthur's wealth and nltl-i- .
at. :.. hi- - death, that he. Blair, may gain the dla-li- ..

i f,,ra the sky and the earldom. Vivian also
;r.s t: e uiTrnonii. as do Imrand and De Vaux.

l:.i.i:- ,im.:.;e his former gypey accomplice,
l .ike I..,vell. and railroads hitn to prison. Esther
1 i at s stransre conduct for the pkt-t- .

rv convin. e tiieir drug victim he Is guing Insane,
s; niptonis of'tlils are his ha llncinatlons that he
K"tl:er. Ilagar, Ksther'a foster mother, la but

si." ;,v rccorering from a Mow that IMalr dealt her
wlib-- her temporarily deranged. Meanwhile

devoted friends, (Juahba. a bnnchhack. and
Marn:sduk- - Smythc. an English lawyer, seeking the

ir to l!ie Stanley earldom, are her only friends.
I:ther lchrim Arthur Is addicted to druga. and Id
lisgnat sp'.trna him nmlerstanding at last the cause

t f bis stranae beiiavlor. She cast sside the dlamo
Ir.n; the sky he proffered.

V.yrlgtat: 191 r,: r.y Roy t.. McCardeU--
CHAPTER XXV.

A HOUSE Of CARDS.
miracle of dawn crimsoned all the

TilS the last boisterous revelers
departinfr from the fte of the

mad millionaire.
Only the butler, as major domo, had

Fpecded the parting guests; but the guests
l.ad reveled and gorged and swilled and
f ared nothing at heart for host or mansion
t!.u; had entertained them with a Belshaz-r.nria- n

feast. And it was a Belshazzarian
feast and the handwriting of destruction
was on the wall.

In the pmall reception room upstairs the
unhappy wretch once called the , golden
iii;iii sobbed on his arms like the drug
weakling he was. Vivian, her hair in dis-.itl- .r

and vixen-lik- e in her anger and
s : !. shook Arthur by the shoulder and
c ried: " Where Is the diamond?"

r.lair, noting the open window, left
I' and Vivian by Arthur and crossed
i. .it- to it. There, down, below, was Angelo,
the Italian gardener, up at dawn to his
uork. plucking the diamond rom the sky
from the rose bush, just where it had been
cast through the window by the indignant
I.sther when Arthur had proffered' it to her.

Hi there, you!" railed Blair. "Don't
take that! I am coming down for it."

The gardener, who, like the rest of the
servants, bore a sullen dislike to the
w!,ilom friends who surrounded their mas-
ter, growled an unintelligiMe reply.

luiinu. who sensed that the diamond had
been found, sprang from the room and
made for the stairway with Illair beside,
him. They ran from the front of the house
and to the back. But the gardener picked
up a heavy stake ijing by the rose bush
and stood them off.

"I take to the boss!" he said. Xor would
he be shaken from this resolve. And I)u-ia-

and Blair, cursing his stubbornness,
C'scorted him back into the house and to
Arthur.

Vivian, realizing the diamond was recov-
ered. Inn teased her vixenish demands, and
vras agin resorting to viriles and cajole-
ment. Hut Arthur, shaken with shame and
v. holly unnerved that they had deceived
him r.S regards Ksther's presence in tho
city, hi!. eL.an.4 ft ugiucuted. by the realiza- -
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Tmev spent the night,
tlon that Esther knew now how he had
fallen in his dru,r addiction, took the dia-
mond and staggered from the roum, with a
few muttered thank:! to the gardener.

lleaching his suite, ho locked the dia-
mond In an ornate cabinet by the great
rear window of hi., bedroom and then,
pacing up and down, fought the devil of
drug desire, for Esther's sake and los-- t

again.
The English lawyer Smythe, a knight in

armor In ail sooth, escorted the shaken
Esther to her hotel, having picked up the
watching and waiting Quabb.i 'n front of
the Powell mansion and taken him with
them In the taxicab.

"I will see you safely back '.o Rich-
mond," said .Smythe gently. "Ten;- - mother,
you say, has recovered and you wish to
return to her. I am going back to Eng-
land resolved to let the American heir

to the Stanley earldom claim the titla
when he or they may choose." y

"But what shall I do about Luke Lov-ell- ?

" asked Esther. "All his life, except
for the brief revolt he now begs forgive-
ness for, he served my mother faithfully."

" I woukl suggest." said Smythe, " that
our friend Quabba here stay behind us and
see what hp? can do. lie may secure Lov-el-

reltRe by appealing to Arthur Stan-
ley, or, as he cuU.3 himself now, Jp.phn

Powell."
"I have no faith in Arthur now." said a

Esther wearily. " Itj has fallen into evil
ways through evil associations." But iu
lur steadfast heart rcsi.pived tp s.-i-

nothing to Smythe now nor llagar l;lter
regarding Arthur's drug addiction.

"Well." s us treated th.j English la wye r, . is
" our friend Qu;ibba here can k'.p p us post d i

and we may abio lo t;'.ke up the mutu--
of endeavoring to secure Eovcll's rp'lease
from lliis unjust incarce-raUtj- after v.'-- j

return to Kichmond."
The n xt day Esther, accompanied by

Smythe, left Los Angeles fur Kichmond.
Qiuiii'ia, piuc-p'i- i in funils by Smythe, stayed
behind, cu.'ibba was ah Italirm gypsy, and
his rip-- frip-n- and compatriot, the gar- - ,

tiencr :.t i!.1 1'ov.p-L- r.nuisipui. was at the Ipp

train w:tii hirri wli' n bad" hh; ivs:,-...'- , f ul
adie-.i- to his i'juiig inistre and Up Sniyiiic.
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further directions as to Trhero Quabba
w oi.li wait for the r witxi a change

clothing were wiiispered in the gypsv
tongue. Ihe next night was the time ap-
pointed

At the rowe'l mansion "the last meitt
Is duly celebrated. Do Vaux is not there,
but Durand and Vivian are with Arthur in
the library, plying him with liciuor and

ajiuig him to wild and foolish play
at cards. Durand has the money for the
generous check that Arthur gave him. Bel
ti.e archcrook is not content with thl.
c'oi.eiiitaiiy he is a diamond thief, and big
ciaa.oiids, rare diamonds, valuable u.mond
are ills obsession. Sot lo buy theiu. not to
keep them but to steal them!

iu the cabinet in John Powells room I
the diamond lmni the skj. John Powell,
whom he lias suauhed from tho jaws of
death and uide a drug fiend of has give..
Duiaiid h.s conge as phisiciau and asso-
ciate, but ei'C he feot-- upon hid wy Duraiid,
the king of diamonds, as the thief woilet
knows l.im, ili have the diamond. Out-sid..- -,

Uissuiscd as a oi kn.au and hiding
in the suru'eberj. Is Durand a one faithful
ally, De Vaux, the jackal, the knave of
tlubs of "tne pack." Durand has tampered
with Vivian, but he does not trust her.
Zsor (iocs Dui'at.d fear Biaii, nor even
John I'oiiel!, the millionaire, once he has
liie diamond in his iiands and safe away

has lived tuo close to them all i.ot
to be u'.v.Li'e that there are certain things
in f.e 1ms of tlie two young Virginians-tha-

would make them avoid any too close
iiKsuuj- - into their records. "Everybody has
a past gtuei'aiiy a bad one," taid a cynic
pi. i PJ13C; he 1 .

U hat Joiiu I'oweil lias done in the days
he was Annul Stanley i xi and has not
knov. u nor cared. Whatever it is. it is
enough t.iat once; he, Durand. has the greac
diamond no legal process to recover it will
Le daitd. So while the card games for high
ttakps without limit are at its height Du-lun- d

deftly lakes occasion to sift a sleep-
ing powder into the glass of John I'oweil,
whose toi.gue is thick and whpise taste is
deadened with his indulgence with wine, t

Tile game breaks up, owing to the sleepv
languor of the host, who is led away, and
tlie others retire shortly afterwards. Bur.
Vivian has betrayed Durand to Blair. Shu
knons Durand well; she knows once he; ha
the diamond it wiil be taken abroad j

Holland and sold and disscvercd.
Hidiiig in her room after midnight, Blair

and Vivian hear Durand creep down thehall. They give him lime to enter and te
Work in the room of the drugged and

master of thee house. Then oil
l.oiseltss feet the desperate Blair sleials
in upon the king of diamonds. Unseen, un-
heard. Eiair creeps behind Durand in the
semi-darkne- ss of Arthur's room as th
archthief pi ics open tho cabinet.

Durand has tho diamond and gloats over
it in the gleam of a hand flashlight. With-out a word Blair deals hint a blew with an
his strength with the slungshoL he carries'
The blow glances, and Durand. no meanantagonist even for the - --r
iloses in upon his assailant. They curse
and 'sway and struggle. Blair, held to-- ,

closely by- - Durand to give full -- wing t- -

his deadly weapon, rains blow after blowupon Durand at short range. The costlyfurnishings of the room are overturnedand shattered.
Arthur is roused by the struggle tio:nhis drugged sleep, and rise

ycJ, from his bed. Vivian. In It tremor ofanxiety in the doorway, on tholights full and bright. At the light Blairrises to a frenzy of murderous activity '

He seizes Durand by the throat, his weapoii
arm now free, and brings the slungshot
down with sickening force upon the skullof the bleeding Durand, and - casts thebattered king of diamonds with a.
mighty effort. Back, flung like a sack. the.
archthief. weak and stunned, fails afalustthe low, wide window and through it down
the sheer height to the lawn below, strik-ing full upon hla guilty, shattered head,breaking his neck. But he has carried witii
him to his death, clutched with a grip Blair
could not loosen, the diamond from thofckyl

As Durand lies broken anel -- 1 upon
the ground a moaning figure crouches over
him in the shadow. A hand wrests the
diamond from th-- relaxing grasp of the
dead swindler, there is a thudding of hur-
ried feet across the lawn, and the watcher
is gone, an l w ith him goes tile diamond
from the sky!
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m,..ppyp.AAmM7p
in the POR T OF A POKER G&MP
On the way back fro..t the detot, the gar- -

dener. deeming guabha needed cheering, led
h:m to .;. garden-restaura- nt La Bella
Napoli. It was an humble place, ed

resort freiui'nt-- d by Italian workinff
pp ople. Sir,nora Solari made them welcome.

"She has no good Iopjks," whispered
Quabba's friend, "but you should s.-- her
daughter Kosa! Ai Itipsa is a charmer,
and how she will smile at you if ou pay
for t'le better wine! You should so- - her! "

It vas a led that Quablia was to see the
ravifhing Kosa.. IV Vau:.--. a lady Kill. r. to
his way of thinking, bu.l also seen tho
ravishing Kosa. She had smiled at 1 e Vaux
iii passing anil he hod fallowed her to the

n I.a Bp 11a Napoli. A citizen of tho
world, the dapper count, who spoke Italian

harmingly, knew well how to ingratlato
himself into the favor of the landlailv's
daughter and the landlady. Do Vaux or-de-

the high prbped (.'bianti ou which
there was the good prolit.

l'rom their distant table In the garden
Quabba and the 1'owt 11 gardener notp-i- i all
this, but kept their distance unseen and
unnoticed by the languishing De Vaux.
Eate was playing into the hands of Quabba.
t.'esare, the contractor, hail joined Quabba
and his friend at their table in the corner.
He ha.l a grievance, hapl Cesare, the r.

He prpjclaim d it.
"Look you." he said, "I g. t a contract,
good contract, to fix a roof, and I can't

get any of thesj lazzaroni to go on the
work ! "

Questioned why by Quabba. fYsaro
shrugged his shoulders jiupI said: " Thi re
are two ms the loafers give me. One

that it is a nonunion job. and th.' other
it is work at the prison and that they

do not like. They fear O... prison, maybe
for j.'ic,d reasons."

Quabba sat ei i et. Thi prison? l.uko
I.pjvp 11 vas in tlie prison!

"lie. observe ir.e! Beefing! That was
my tiade!" cried ij'ial.ip.i. "Anse!o herj
wiil tell you ! "

Angelo, who knew nothing at all of tho
matter, roumlly swore that Quabba was th.

st roofer that had ever left 3' ily.
At Ihn Powell niaiisii.ii susph Ion. p!pt,

and counterplot were the aftermai h of tho

3

Shown in Moving Pictures, Sundays Only, at the
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